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Introduction 
Shown below is the Lorain County Internet Maps Web Page:  

 
 

The main feature is the map itself, which is found in the lower left portion of the window 
and fills most of the window. Above the map is a toolbar (under the “Lorain 
County” seal), which provides navigation and identify functions.  To the right of the map 
view is the options tab window.  This window contains several options tabs including 
search, identify options, layer options, printing options, and legend. 

Timeout:  The website may timeout if unused for an extended period of time.  Click on 

the Reset Page button  at the upper right corner of the site to start a new 
session. 
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Navigation  

The buttons in the toolbar at the top of the map view are used to navigate around the map. 

Zoom In 

To activate the Zoom In tool click on the icon   on the navigation toolbar above the 
map view.  To perform a zoom to rectangle press the left mouse button, hold, and drag 
the mouse to draw a rectangle on the map.  Release the left mouse button to complete the 
rectangle.  The map view will update to best fit the map based on the specified rectangle 
(See Fig 1-A and 1- B for a before and after). 

Fig. 1-A Fig. 1-B 

  

 

Zoom Out 

To activate the Zoom Out tool click on the icon  on the navigation toolbar above 
the map view.  To perform a zoom to rectangle press the left mouse button, hold, and 
drag the mouse to draw a rectangle on the map.  Release the left mouse button to 
complete the rectangle.  The map view will update to best fit the map based on a 
difference factor of the current view and rectangle.  In other words, a rectangle drawn at 
half the size the of the map window will zoom out to twice the current extent.  A 
rectangle drawn at a quarter of the size of the current map window will zoom out to 3 
times the current extent. 

 

Pan 

To pan around the map select the pan button , click and drag the map in any 
direction, then release the mouse button to end the pan and refresh the map. 
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Zoom Previous 

To undo a zoom click the Zoom Previous button . 

 

Zoom Next 
To redo a zoom after the Zoom Previous button has been used click the Zoom Next 

button . 

 

Full Extents 

You can also return to the map of all of Lorain County by clicking the Zoom 

Extents  button. This will take you to a map of the entire county.  

 

Auditor's Website 

You will also notice a button with the Auditor’s Seal on it . By clicking on this 
button you can go directly to the Lorain County Auditor’s Website. 
(http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor)  

 

Show Bing Birds Eye View 

Clicking on the Show Bing Birds Eye View  button launches a page that shows the 
county's oblique photography hosted through Microsoft's Bing control.  The view will be 
centered at the map's center point. 
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Layers 
You can choose which features are displayed on your map by clicking the 

Layers  button. The Layer list is organized by category with simple check boxes for 
toggling visibility.  Some layers, such as Tax Map, control the visibility for multiple map 
layers which are not listed individually.  The Tax Map layer contains all Annotation, 
Symbols, and Line Boundaries for the traditional Tax Atlas.  Most other layers are 
defaulted invisible.  Check on or off desired layers then click the Update Layers button at 
the top or bottom of the page to update the map view. 

 



 7 

Searching 
When the Search tab icon  is clicked, the Search Form will be displayed. This Search 
Form can be used to search for Parcels, Address info, Townships, Subdivisions, School 
Districts, Tax Districts, or GPS Points.  Each Search option has its own "Search" button 
located to the right of the data entry controls. 
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Searching for Parcels: 
Parcel data can be searched either by the Parcel Number (PIN), an owner's name, or an 
address. 

Parcel Number:  The Parcel Number search requires either an exact thirteen character 
PIN. 

 

 

Owner Name: The Owner Name search places wildcard characters before and after each 
word, thus assuming it may only be part of name. 

 

Location Address:  The Location Address is queried by the combination of user input to 
five controls: 
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Searching by PIN, owner name, or location address will select and zoom to all returned 
Parcel polygons.  The Search Results tab will be switched into focus revealing parcel data 
and additional options. 
 

Searching for Area, Tract, Original Lot:  

Each parcel identification number is built from larger pieces of land called Areas 
(Townships), Tracts, and Original Lots.  Specify an Area and optionally specify a Tract 
and Original Lot to find and Zoom to a region of interest. 

 

Searching area data will select and zoom to all returned PLSS polygons.  The Search 
Results tab will be switched into focus revealing PLSS data and additional options. 
 

Searching for Subdivisions / Condominiums: 
Subdivisions can be queried either by name or the unique subdivision code assigned by 
the GIS department (which is what is displayed on the map).  The results provide an 
option to zoom to the subdivision on map and a link to view a scanned copy of the 
subdivision plat.   

Note: Condominiums can also be queried here. 

 



 10 

Searching subdivision and condominium data will select and zoom to all returned 
subdivision and condo polygons.  The Search Results tab will be switched into focus 
revealing subdivision and condo data and additional options. 

 

Searching for Neighborhoods:  
Neighborhoods can be searched by choosing the name from a drop down list, entering a 
neighborhood code, or entering a community name. 

 
 

Searching for Census Tracts: 
Census Tracts  can be searched by entering a tract number. 

 

Searching for School Districts: 
School Districts can be searched by choosing the name from a drop down list. 
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Searching school district data will select and zoom to all returned school district 
polygons.  The Search Results tab will be switched into focus revealing school district 
data and additional options. 

 

Searching for Tax Districts: 
Tax Districts can be searched by choosing the name, per school district, from a drop 
down list. 

 

Searching tax district data will select and zoom to all returned tax district polygons.  
The Search Results tab will be switched into focus revealing tax district data and 
additional options. 

 

Searching for Communities: 
Communities can be searched by choosing the name from a drop down list. 

 

Searching community data will select and zoom to all returned community polygons.  
The Search Results tab will be switched into focus revealing community data and 
additional options. 

 

Searching for GPS Points: 
 County owned GPS survey points (monuments) can be queried their ID. 
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Searching GPS data will select and zoom to all returned GPS points.  The Search 
Results tab will be switched into focus revealing GPS data and additional options. 

 

Searching for Points of Interest: 
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Searching points of interest data will select and zoom to all returned address points.  
The Search Results tab will be switched into focus revealing address data and additional 
options. 
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Identifying / Selecting 

The Identify Tool  is used to select map features.  When the identify tool is selected 
the identify options tab is activated listing participating layers.  The default layer is Parcel 

Map.  Clicking on the identify options icon  will also activate the Identify tool if it is 
not the current map tool. 

 

By default the Identify tool provides two methods of selecting features.  The first is a 
single click and the second is a rectangle select.  To activate the tool click on the Identify 
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tool icon  on the navigation toolbar above the map view or click on the Identify 

options icon .  To perform a 'click select' place the mouse cursor directly over the 
feature and click the left mouse button once.  Any features within a few pixels of the 
point will be selected on the focus layer.  To perform a 'rectangle select' press the left 
mouse button, hold, and drag the mouse to draw a rectangle on the map.  Release the left 
mouse button to complete the rectangle.  All features that are within or cross the rectangle 
will be selected on the focus layer. 
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The Identify Tab also provides options for selecting features based on non-rectangular 
shapes.  The Polygon option will generate an area shape with each left click.  A minimum 
of three vertices is required.  Double click to complete the shape.  All features that 
intersect the shape will be selected. 
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The Polyline option will generate a linear shape with each left click.  A minimum of two 
vertices is required.  Double click to complete the shape.  All features that intersect the 
shape will be selected. 
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Identify Layers 
The Identify tab provides the option to the target layer of the Identify tool.  Selected 
records can only exist on a single layer at a time. 

 
 

 

Identify Options 
The Identify tool will automatically add to the selection set with as new features are 
selected.  This is in response to the Add Feature setting at the bottom of the Identify tab 
control.  To remove features, use the drop down box to choose Remove Features.  Now 
as existing selected records are identified they will be removed from the selection. 
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Selection Results 
 
Results Table 
Records that are selected spatially via the identify tool or queried using the Search tab are 
displayed as tabular results at the bottom of the map.  This table can be opened or closed 
using a link in the upper right corner of the table.  The table may also be manually resized 
by gripping the horizontal bar that sits between the table and map.  Each Search or 
Identify Layer will query a different table so the table schema will vary from layer to 
layer.  Each of the query results will however correspond to geographic set of features so 
a visible selection of the record shapes will be displayed on the map.  Moving the mouse 
cursor over rows in the table will automatically highlight a shape in the map. 

 
The Selection Results table provides record specific options in the form of buttons in the 
first few columns of the table.  Each Search or Identify Layer will return a unique table 
schema and therefore options may vary.  Every search result will provide a Zoom To 

button and a Remove from List button.    Unlike the Zoom to Selected Features 
button on the Selection Toolbar, this option will zoom only to the shape that corresponds 
to that row.  The Remove from List button will unselect the record thus removing it from 
the table and removing its highlighted shape in the map view. 

Parcel results include two additional buttons.    The first is a link to the 

Lorain County Auditor’s CAMA Search website .  This site provides a more 
comprehensive parcel summary report.  The second button is a link to Microsoft’s Bird’s 

Eye View of the parcel .  Here an oblique view of the parcel is represented and 
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simple controls allow you to view all a property from four directions.  The parcel’s shape 
is superimposed over the photography.  A thumb tab symbol provides additional property 
information if the mouse cursor is placed on it. 

 
 

 

Address results have five options per record .  The first four are 
Parcel options (since each address point has a PIN attribute).  The fifth button is a link to 

a website .  Many addresses are known as Points of Interest (churches, golf courses, 
etc) and may have a web address attribute.  If a web link exists, clicking this button will 
open the website in a new browser window. 

 

Subdivisions have the standard Zoom In and Remove selection buttons as well as a link 

to a scanned plat .  Click the PDF icon  to view the plat in PDF form. 
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Selection Tools 
The Selection Tools tab contains several options for manipulating and modifying existing 
selection sets. 
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Selection Toolbar 
The Search, Identify, and Selection Tools tabs each provide easy access to the selection 
bar.  In all three cases the same five buttons reside at the top of the window.  Each button 
applies to the entire selection set of records.  

   

The first button is Zoom to Selected .  This will zoom the map to the outer most 
extent of all selected shapes.   

The second button is View Selection Results .  This will open the Selection 
Results table at the bottom of the map (same as clicking the Open option on the Selection 
Results table).   

The third button is Export Selected to .txt file .  The behavior of this command is 
browser specific but the result will be a comma delimited text version of the Selection 
Results table.  This can be saved and used to generate a spreadsheet or mailing labels. 

 

The fourth button is Export Selected to .pdf file .  This command generates a PDF 
table view of the Selection Results table, except in the case of parcel selections.  Since 
parcel selections boast too much data to fit into a singe table a Parcel Summary report is 
generated.  This report is identical to the report that can be generated by the Lorain 
County Auditor’s CAMA Search website. 
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The fifth button is Clear Selected Features .  This will unselect all records both in 
the map and the Selection Results table. 
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Project Selections 
New selections are typically established via the queries using the Search tab or map 
interaction using the Identify tab and tool.  Once a selection exists for a layer it can be 
used to spatially select features on another layer.  We call this projecting a selection 
across layers.  A spatial intersect operation is used to determine which features are to be 
selected on the new layer.  This can be very useful for instance if you want to generate a 
mailing list for a subdivision.  Simply select a subdivision using a search or identify, then 
choose Address Points on under Project Selection and click the Project button. 
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Buffer Selections 
An existing selection can be expanded using a buffer distance.  This effectively takes all 
of the existing selected shapes, expands them by the specified distance, then uses the new 
shape to spatially select all intersecting features on the same layer.  This is ideal for 
viewing properties within a specific distance of a subject property. 

1.             2.  

 

 

3.        4.  
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Filter Selections (Comparable Sales) 
Selected parcels can be filtered based on certain attribute criteria.  The Selection Tools 
tab provides the ability to reduce a selection by targeting specific attributes, namely sales 
information. 

 
Once a selection set is created using the Search, Identify, Project, and/or Buffer 
commands it may be filtered based on limited sales criteria.  Enter min and max sale 
prices, dates, class code information, and even a specific street (narrowed based on 
current selection).  Once the comparable sales information is entered click the Compare 
button.  This will not unselect any records, but it will report the filtered count and apply a 
hatch pattern selection over the existing selection.  The hatch pattern shapes are parcels 
that fit the criteria. 
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1.    2.    

 

The bottom of the Filter form contains a toolbar of commands that only apply to the 
filtered records. 

 

The first button is Zoom to Selected .  This will zoom the map to the outer most 
extent of all hatch pattern selected shapes.   
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The second button is View Selection Results .  This will open the Selection 
Results table at the bottom of the map, but only display the filtered records attribute 
information. 

The third button is Print Current Filtered Result .  This command generates a PDF 
Parcel Summary report is generated.  This report is identical to the report that can be 
generated by the Lorain County Auditor’s CAMA Search website. 

The fourth button is Export Selected to .txt file .  The behavior of this command is 
browser specific but the result will be a comma delimited text version of the filtered 
Selection Results table.  This can be saved and used to generate a spreadsheet or mailing 
labels. 

The fifth button is Export Selected to .pdf file .  This command generates a PDF 
table view of the filtered Selection Results table. 

Above the toolbar and next to the Compare button is Clear Selected Features button 

.  This will clear the Comparable Sales Form and remove the filter.  The original 
selection is left intact. 
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Printing 
Click on the Print Options button  to display the Printing Options. 

The Print Options page provides the ability to produce a PDF file of the map at either 
current map view or a specified scale.  If any data is selected additional pages of tabular 
data will be added to the PDF file.  Most browsers will have and Adobe Reader add-on 
that will open the PDF as new page. 

 

Choose a print scale by selecting one of the radio buttons. 

·  Format to current view will export exactly the map view on the screen to the PDF. 

·  Format to 1 in = 50 ft will  zoom in or out from the current view to generate a 
map image where one inch on paper equals fifty feet on the ground. 

·  Format to 1 in = 100 ft will  zoom in or out from the current view to generate a 
map image where one inch on paper equals one hundred feet on the ground. 

·  Format to 1 in = (enter value) ft will  zoom in or out from the current view to 
generate a map image where one inch on paper equals the specified value in feet on 
the ground. 

  
Click the Format for Printing button to generate and download the PDF file.  If your 
browser does not have a PDF reader plug-in, see the FAQ page. 
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The PDF reader software will have a print button (not the browser's print button) that will 
allow you to print the multi-page PDF document to page. 
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FAQ 
Why doesn't the Lorain County Auditor Map work with  my browser? 

Lorain County Auditor Map requires Adobe Flash version 10. 

  

Why won't my PDF open? 

PDF files are viewed and printed by Adobe Acrobat Reader.  This program can be 
downloaded here. 

  

Why isn't my printed map matching the specified scale? 

The Format for Printing button outputs a PDF file with the map image properly scaled 
within.  Printing to paper occurs from within a PDF reader program such as Adobe 
Reader.  Adobe Reader may have a 'Scale to fit' option enabled that will change the 
current size of the map image.  To maintain scale turn off any 'Scale to fit' options in the 
print dialog. 


